
PREHISTORY
UNIT 7

https://youtu.be/dLPgqobwPGE


Prehistory

Prehistoric or Prehistory – refers 

to the time before the 

advancement of writing.



Prehistory divides into:

Paleolithic Age Neolithic Age

The Paleolithic Age extends from the 

appearance of our first ancestors to about 11,000 

years ago.

The Neolithic Age began about 11,000 years ago 

and finish around 7,000 years ago.Metal Ages

The Metal Ages began 

about 7,000-5,000 

years ago.



Paleolithic Age
Paleolithic Era 

also means Old
Stone Age.

The Paleolithic 
or old stone 
age began 2 
million years 
ago.

https://youtu.be/rLFGra2TiTE


Paleolithic Age
• Homo Sapiens during 

this period were:

–Nomads

–The first to make 

simple tools and 

weapons.

–Make cave art

–Master the use of Fire.

–Develop a language

–Living in clans



Neolithic Age

Neolithic Era also 
means the new
stone age.

The new  stone age 
began about 11,000 
years ago.



Homo Sapiens during

this period:

• Developed agriculture

• Domesticated animals

• Used advanced tools like spears

• Developed weaving skills

Neolithic Age



The Neolithic Age is sometimes called 

the Agricultural Age

Nomads turned to Farmers

They learned to domesticate (tame) animals 

They learned to farm their food

https://youtu.be/YaP6DUowYOM?list=PLu0vYqUKs8jysCfPmg8ceeUD-ORmZxHBa


Prehistory

I. Paleolithic Age – Old Stone Age (Est. 2 mil BC-9000 BC)

1. Hunters & Gatherers

A. Nomad: Moving from place to place in search for food.

B. Men → hunted & fished.

C. Woman → gathered fruits, nuts, etc.

2. Way of Life

A. Cave paintings

B. Stone tools & pottery

C. Domesticated dogs

II. Neolithic Age – New Stone Age (9000 BC – 3000 BC)

1. Farming → Neolithic Revolution

A. People could remain in one place.

B. Herding of animals – goats, sheep & cattle.

2. Community –

A. Council of Elders/Chief – made important decisions.

B. Warrior class

C. Kept possessions.



Comparing the Stone Ages

Greek “paleo” means “old”

Paleolithic Age Neolithic Age

Greek “neo” means “new”

Upper Paleolithic age was  

50 000 – 10 000 years ago

Neolithic Revolution occurred 

between 9000 – 4000 BCE

Nomadic to semi-nomadicPeople abandoned nomadic life

They were hunters and 

gatherers

They were farmers and 

ranchers



What do you think about human 

evolution?

https://youtu.be/mZt1Gn0R22Q




There are six principal hominids:

 1) Australopithecus

 2) Homo habilis

 3) Homo erectus

 4) Homo antecessor

 5) Neanderthals

 6) Homo sapiens

https://youtu.be/2W5hOJaFjxU
https://youtu.be/ehV-MmuvVMU
https://youtu.be/LoGnYmNp2Y0
https://youtu.be/8183HPmA2_I


These appeared about five million years 

ago.

They were very similar to chimpanzees.

However, the Australopithecus normally 

walked on two feet.



These appeared two million years ago.

Their brain was bigger.

Their name ‘habilis’ means skilful. They made 

stone tools and lived from hunting and 

gathering.



These appeared one and half million 

years ago.

They walked upright.

This was the first species to live outside Africa. They 

lived in Europe and Asia.

They discovered fire.



The oldest human remains in Europe appeared in 

Atapuerca, Spain.

They are 800,000 years old.



Neanderthals were a different species who 

lived in Europe 150,000 years ago.

They were stronger than we but shorter.

They were the first species to bury their 

dead.

It seems they 

were able to 

speak



They were slimmer but taller than 

neanderthals. 

They were able to make finer tools. They 

developed a more complex language, the 

ability to interact with other human and to 

cooperate.

They also created art.

https://youtu.be/24J-yt08bPs






What was Palaeolithic art
like?

 About 35,000 years ago, human 
beings started decorating caves 
with paintings. This type of art is 
called cave art. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZjejoT1gFOc
https://youtu.be/CX4KuIBmnjI


ART IN THE 

PALAEOLITHIC

 Realistic style (tried to copy nature).

 Magical purposes

 Cave paintings

 Mobile art 



Cave paintings

 Colours obtained from natural elements 
(blood, coal, minerals…)mixed with 
grease.

 Isolated animal figures (bison, deer, 
horse…) and their own hands.

 Used the parts of the rock and the cave 
ceilings to give an impression of relief

 Purposes:

 Magical

 Personal expression of what they 
saw

 Examples:

 Altamira cave (Santillana del Mar, 
Cantabria, Spain)

 Lascaux cave (France)

https://youtu.be/ZjejoT1gFOc
https://youtu.be/UnSq0c7jM-A
http://archeologie.culture.fr/lascaux/en/visit-cave/diverticule-axial




ALTAMIRA CAVE

https://youtu.be/qyIfPbn0RDs


Mobile art:

 Portable artistic objects. Animals, amulets, Venus.

 Venus statues: female figurines made of stone, ivory or 

bone.

 Large pregnant bellies symbolising fertility.

 Purposes:

 Magical

 Ornamental

 Examples:

 Venus of Lespugue (France)

 Venus of Willendorf (Austria)



SOCIETY IN THE 

PALEOLITHIC

 Humans lived in small 
groups (20-30 members).

 Nomadic hordes or tribes: 
caves and huts. When 
resources run out in a 
place, they moved to 
another one.

 Hierarchy within each 
group: the strongest warrior, 
the wisest old man, the 
witch doctor or 
sorcerer…were the most 
important members.



 In the Paleolithic Age, hominids lived in very 
difficult conditions. They had to deal with very 
cold periods, called glacial periods, followed by 
intermediate periods with milder temperatures, 
called interglacial periods.

 They were scavengers, which meant they had to 
compete with hyenas and vultures for the meat 
of dead animals. Later they lived 
by gathering wild fruit, hunting wild animals (deer, 
caribou, bison, horses and mammoths) and 
fishing.

 The early hominids were predators. They took the 
resources they needed directly from nature. They 
lived at subsistence level as they had just enough 
to survive.



 There was a very high rate 

of mortality, especially in 

children, and in general 

they did not live very long.

 When they learned to 

control fire, the situation 

improved greatly. They 

could challenge other 

predators, provide heat, 

light and cook food.



 In the Paleolithic Period, hominids 
organised themselves into small groups 
called clans (around ten people). Their 
members shared family ties. Various clans 
with common ancestors formed a tribe. 
There were no important social 
differences among their members.

 To catch large mammals, hunting was 
done in groups. Stampedes were caused 
so the herds would go towards natural 
traps (swamps and ravines) or man-
made ones. Successful hunting required 
coordination, which probably led to the 
development of language.



EXERCISES

 Define the following terms: site, hominization, prehistory, tribe, predator.



 The story in the novel The clan of the cave bear, by Jean M. Auel, takes 
place in the Upper Paleolithic Period. An earthquake kills all the members 
of the clan of Homo sapiens except a five-year-old girl. Another clan, of 
Neanderthals (the clan of the cave bear), find her and take her into their 
group.

 Read the extract then answer the questions.

 The clan was incapable of imagining a future that was different from the past. 
They could not devise innovative alternatives for the future. Everything they 
knew and everything they did was a repetition of what had come before. Their 
discoveries were made by chance and were rarely put to good use. A species 
without the ability to learn was not sufficiently prepared to survive in a 
changing environment.

 Jean M. AUEL The Clan of the Cave Bear, Bantam (Adapted)



a) According to the text, why were the 

Neanderthals not capable of adapting to 

their changing environment?



b) According to the text the clan:



b) What changes in the environment could 

the extract be referring to?



d) The author is suggesting that successful 

evolution:


