
 

VOCABULARY 
ARMS RACE: it is a competition between two or more countries to have the best 

armed forces. Each party competes to produce large amount of arms.  

WELTPOLITIK (“world policy”): was the foreign policy adopted by Kaiser Wilhelm II of 

Germany. It aims to transform Germany in a global power.  

TRIPLE ALLIANCE: military alliance established in 1882 between Germany, Austrian 

Empire and Italy.  

TRIPLE ENTENTE: military alliance established in 1907 between France, Russia and 

Britain.  

WAR OF MOVEMENTS: is wafare taking place in an open country, with no defensive 

obstacles, like trenches. It is the first phase of the WW1.  

SCHLIEFFEN PLAN: is the strategic plan created by General Schlieffen to use in a 

possible war in two fronts (against France and Russia). It consisted in concentrating 

troops to defeat France and then be able to attack Russia.  

TRENCH (OR POSITION) WARFARE: is a form of fighting lines consisting of trenches, in 

which troops are protected. It is the second and longest stage of WW1.  

BREST-LITOVSK TREATY: a peace treaty signed in March 1918 between Russia and the 

Central Powers (Germany and Austria), making Russia exit the First World War.  

TREATY OF VERSAILLES: one of the peace treaties after the First World War. It was 

signed in 1919 by Germany and the Allied Powers. Germany had to accept 

responsibility for causing the war.  

PRESIDENT WILSON’S FOURTEEN POINTS: a statement of principles contained in a 

speech gave by US President Wilson. It set the general guidelines for after-war and 

frontiers, and established the creation of the League of Nations.  

RIGHT OF SELF DETERMINATION OF PEOPLE: is the legal right of people to decide their 

own destiny in the International order and to determine their own form of 

government.  

LEAGUE OF NATIONS: international organization founded after the First World War. Its 

main mission was to maintain world peace. 


